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Synopsis

"Lindsay gives an excellent overview of the medieval Islamic world. Intended for an audience with
little or no background on this topic, the book offers a thorough introduction to the beginnings of
Islam, its history up to the year 1300, and material on a wide range of other topics, e.g., warfare,
social practices, entertainment, and geography. . . . Numerous maps, photographs, and illustrations
are spread throughout the text. . . . This book will be very valuable to history students and anyone

interested in learning about the faith and practices of Muslims. Highly recommended." --Choice
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Customer Reviews

Grade 9 Upa “This volume presents an overview of major themes in medieval Islamic history in the
lands between the Nile and Oxus rivers and of daily life in the urban centers of Damascus,
Baghdad, and Cairo from the 6th century to 1300 A.D. The chapter Ritual and Worship provides
information on the five pillars of Islam and the differences between Sunni and ShiA¢&#x80;&#x98;i
beliefs, and the concluding chapter, Curious and Entertaining Information, describes traditional Arab
names, the role of women, children and childhood, and more. A few recipes, genealogical and
dynastic tables, and Christian and Islamic calendars with a conversion table are included. The text
is detailed and accurate, but its tone is quite scholarly, particularly in the chapters about history and
politics, and it would be difficult for the average student to make use of it. Many of the suggestions
for further reading would only be available in academic libraries. Purchase where needed for

n

reports.a “Kathleen E. Gruver, Burlington County Library, Westampton, NJ Copyright A© Reed



Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to the

Digital edition.

"Daily Life in the Medieval Islamic World reviews major historical and cultural events while
explaining the more personal details of daily life, such as the role of camels, housing arrangements,
and entertainment. For the truly immersive experience, Lindsay even provides a few medieval
Islamic recipes and instructions for converting between Christian and Islamic calendars." --Middle

East Journal

So informative...| was wanting to understand...from the beginning.Great service

For those who are embarking on a study of Islam, this book is a great start. It is written clearly and
for non-specialists. It will provide you will good historical information as well as an understanding of
the cultural situation upon which Islam emerged from. The author will give you a little window into
numerous elements of Islamic belief, cultural practices, historical patterns, as well as relevant
geographical information. As one finishes this book, there are many paths of additional study that
one will want to pursue. As the author is an historian, he presents the history, and the basic
historical viewpoints of Islam rather than placing moral or value judgments. Instead of trying to say
what is right, or wrong, he tells what the Muslims in this period of Islam believed, wrote, and took
action upon. As a history teacher, | have tried to follow a similar model in teaching anything that can
be considered controversial (which is almost anything in today’s world). Let the people from the
historical era speak for themselves. It does not matter what | or anyone else thinks, this is about
what people did, and believed in their own eras. The author of this book does this, and far more
effectively than |, so | respect his technique and skill as an historian. Do keep in mind that this is an
introductory work, so do not expect deep and intense analysis (although this author has other works
that do this). There are portions of this book that would seem to be begging to have more material
on, but just notate that and look for sources specific to that topic on your own. So, this is a good

book and will get you started into deeper studies.

Condition was as expected with a used copy. The book itself was much more interesting than |
thought. | had 4 books of similar quality of writing for this class, but this book was definitely the most

digestible.



Eye opener on things that's hardly discussed in typical history books, especially for new readers in

the Medieval Islamic world.
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